Lipid composition of bloodstream forms of Trypanosoma brucei brucei.
The qualitative and quantitative lipid composition of bloodstream forms of Trypanosoma brucei brucei S42 was compared with that of rat plasma and erythrocytes. The concentrations of lipid-bound phosphate and lipid-bound sialic acid in the trypanosomes were markedly higher than those of the rodent tissues. There was no trace in the trypanosomes of dolichol or dolichol phosphate. Trypanosomes contained two unidentified lipids: an acidic phospholipid and a highly polar glycolipid.